
Participants 

 

Alexandre Alaphilippe, Saper Vedere (Belgium) 

Since 2012 Alexandre Alaphilippe has been working regularly as social media expert based in 

Brussels with EU affairs professionals and communication agencies to provide strategy and content 

that triggers digital communications and support them to spread their messages to their key targets. 

In 2016, he co-founded Saper Vedere, a social media intelligence consultancy bringing knowledge 

data analysis based on social media conversations between real influencers. 

 

Rosalba Belmonte, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Rosalba Belmonte is a PhD candidate in Politics, Policies and Globalization at University of 

Perugia where she holds a M.A. in International Relations. In 2015, she was winner of the Prize 

“FCA-CNH Industrial” for young talents. In 2016, she has been visiting fellow at the Center for 

Development Studies of Birzeit University (Palestinian Territories). Her research interests include: 

political power, extra-state authorities and global politics. 

 

Sara Bentivegna, University of Rome “La Sapienza” (Italy) 

Sara Bentivegna is a Full Professor of “Theories of Communication and Digital Media” and 

“Political Communication” at the Department of Political Sciences, Sociology and Communication 

of the University “La Sapienza”, in Rome. Her main fields of study and research are: political 

communication, new media and civic engagement, new media and democracy, new media and 

political institutions, and digital inequalities. 

 

Giovanni Boccia Artieri, University of Urbino (Italy) 

Giovanni Boccia Artieri is a Full Professor of Sociology of Digital Media and Internet Studies at 

the University of Urbino. His primary field of research is the social and cultural transformations of 

the social network society and participative cultures. His interests include also: media coverage, 

relation between media, identity and society, languages and forms of expression of modernity, 

participative cultures and trans-medial narratives. He writes the media blog Mediamondo. 

 

Giuseppina Bonerba, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Giuseppina Bonerba is a researcher at the Department of Political Science of the University of 

Perugia, where she teaches Sociology of culture and Theories and Techniques of Advertising 

Communication. Recently, she has been visiting fellow at the London School of Economics, based 

at the Department of Media and Communications. Her main fields of study and research include 

media studies, advertising communication, gender studies and migration studies. 

 

Samantha Bradshaw, Oxford Internet Institute, University of Oxford (UK) 

Samantha Bradshaw is a Researcher on the Computational Propaganda Project at Oxford 

University, and a Senior Fellow at the Canadian International Council. Her work examines 

government use of social media for coordinated digital disinformation campaigns. She holds an MA 

in global governance from the Balsillie School of International Affairs, and a joint honors BA in 

political science and legal studies from the University of Waterloo. 

 



Christopher Cepernich, University of Turin (Italy) 

Cristopher Cepernich is Lecturer and Aggregate Professor in Sociology at University of Torino 

where he teaches Sociology of communication and Media systems and ICT. He conducts studies on 

sociology of the media and the political communication and he is Director of the Observatory on 

Political and Public Communication of the Department of Culture, Politics and Society at the 

University of Torino (Italy). 

 

Alessio Cornia, Reuters Institute, University of Oxford (UK) 

Alessio Cornia, Ph.D., is Research Fellow at the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, 

University of Oxford. His research interest is comparative research on journalism, with a focus on 

news industry developments, digital news, EU journalism, and political communication. He 

published a monograph on EU journalists in Brussels and several articles in academic journals 

including Media, Culture and Society, International Journal of Press/Politics, European Journal of 

Communication, Journalism, Journalism Studies, and Journal of Risk Research. 

 

Riccardo Coluccini, Hermes Center for Transparency and Digital Human Rights (Italy) 

Riccardo Coluccini holds a Master degree in Mechatronic Engineering from Politecnico di Torino 

and he is now working as a freelance journalist and advocating for digital rights. He is a member of 

the Hermes Center for Transparency and Digital Human Rights and currently running a project to 

monitor Italian government surveillance capabilities using transparency tools. 

 

Marco Delmastro, AGCOM (Italy) 

Marco Delmastro is the Director of the Economical and statistical service of the “Autorità per le 

garanzie nelle comunicazioni” (AGCOM), where he is responsible and coordinator of the activities 

of economical and statistical consultancy; strategic planning; analysis of the impact of regulations 

etc. In 2014, he held a qualification of Full Professor of Political Economics, Economical Politics 

and Applied economics. 

 

Tom Dobber, University of Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

Tom Dobber is a PhD candidate at the Amsterdam School of Communication Research (ASCoR). 

His research focuses on political behavioral targeting practices of political campaigns in multiparty 

democracies. Tom researches the perception and effects of these targeting practices on citizens, 

through interviews, surveys and experiments. 

 

Marius Dragomir, Center for Media, Data and Society of the Central European University 

(Hungary) 

Marius Dragomir is the Director of the Center for Media, Data and Society of the Central European 

University. He is specialized in media and communication regulation, digital media, governing 

structures of public service media and broadcasting, spectrum management, and ownership 

regulation. He was also editor for the “Mapping Digital Media” research project by the Open 

Society Media Program, which covered 56 countries around the world, and he conducted a 

comparative study in the field of broadcasting policy in 20 European countries. 

 

Daniel Fazekas, Bakamo.social (Hungary) 



Daniel Fazekas is the CEO of the qualitative social media research company BakamoSocial. He has 

been working in converging fields of Internet technology and consumer insight for over 15 years. In 

his activity of specialist in technology enabled research, he worked with a string of start-ups, such 

as Netlog and IndexTools (Yahoo!). In 2014, he founded BakamoSocial to deliver meaningful 

understanding from social media. 

 

Luca Garosi, Scuola di giornalismo radiotelevisivo (Italy) 

Luca Garosi is a journalist for RAI Televideo. He has worked for the RAI since graduating in 2001 

from the Perugia Radio and Television (PRT) Journalism School. He has been a visiting lecturer at 

the PRT J-school since 2007 and has also taught web journalism on the masters course at the 

Cinecittà Campus in Rome. He is the author of La formazione giornalistica in Italia (2009). RAI is 

the Italian public service broadcaster. 

 

Fabio Giglietto, University of Urbino (Italy) 

Fabio Giglietto is a researcher in the Media Studies department of the University of Urbino where 

he teaches Theories of Information and Social Media Analysis. He is the coordinator of the news-

italia.org project, which analyses how Italians get their news online. His main research interests are 

theory of information, communication and society with a specific focus on the relationship between 

social systems and new technologies. 

 

Johannes Hillje, Political and communications consultant (Germany) 

Johannes Hillje is a political and communications consultant working in Berlin and Brussels. He 

works mainly for EU institutions, political parties, companies and NGOs in the area of strategic 

political communication and campaigning. He also worked for the United Nations in New York and 

as a journalist for the German public-service television ZDF. 

 

Sam Jeffers, Who Targets me? (UK) 

He is the co-founder of Who Targets Me?, an online tool that tracks political advertising and 

marketing on social media. Working with voters, researchers and the media, together with his 

colleagues he is shedding new light on how today’s political campaigns are using Facebook, Twitter 

and other social platforms to influence elections. 

 

Louis Knight-Webb, Who Targets me? (UK) 

Louis Knight-Webb has been working on liquid democracy platforms at Represent and encouraging 

a new framework for digital political adverts through Who Targets Me. During the 2017 British 

election he worked closely with researchers from the LSE, and journalists at The Bureau of 

Investigative Journalism to produce dozens of stories on the way campaigns use targeted Facebook 

advertising to influence voter behaviour. The tool, Who Targets Me, was the first attempt to 

produce such a dataset, and only Facebook have a larger database of advertising. 

 

Paolo Mancini, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Paolo Mancini is a Full Professor of Sociology of Communications at the Department of Political 

Sciences of the University of Perugia, where he teaches “Political Systems and Theories of 

Communication” and “Theories and Techniques of Mass Communication”. His research interests 



focus on the relationship between mass communication systems and the political system, and on the 

study of electoral campaigns, where he has considerable comparative research experience. 

 

Rita Marchetti, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Rita Marchetti is a researcher at the Political Science Department of the University of Perugia, 

where she teaches Theories and Techniques of Digital Media. Her main fields of study and research 

are: corruption, journalism, political communication and the relationship between digital media, 

religion and culture. Recently she worked also on the media coverage of the Central Italy 

earthquake. 

 

Marco Mazzoni, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Marco Mazzoni is an Associate Professor of Sociology of Communications at the University of 

Perugia, where he teaches Public Relations and Introduction to the Italian Media System. He is also 

the president of CORECOM Umbria. His fields of research are journalism, corruption and the 

analysis of the different forms of political communication. Recently he worked also on the media 

coverage of the Central Italy earthquake and on the representation of migrant flows in the media. 

 

Roberto Mincigrucci, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Roberto Mincigrucci is a Ph.D. candidate in “Politics, policies and globalization” at the Department 

of Political Science of the University of Perugia. He has been a member of the Unit of Perugia in 

EU project (Seventh Framework Programme) “Anticorruption Policies Revisited. Global Trends 

and European Responses to the Challenge of Corruption” [Anticorrp]. His research focuses on 

political scandals related to corruptive behaviours. 

 

Benedetto Ponti, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Benedetto Ponti is a Professor of administrative law at the University of Perugia, where he holds 

courses on Information law and Digital media law. Among his research interests: impartiality of the 

administrative organization, transparency, open data and public data regulation. He is a member of 

the scientific committee of #Asimmetrie – Italian association for the study of economic 

asimmetries, and of LSDI, that organizes the digital journalism festival #Digit: the current edition is 

dedicated to the theme “The algorithms society: how to use and not be used?”. 

 

Walter Quattrociocchi, CSSLab in Lucca (Italy) 

Walter Quattrociocchi is an Assistant Professor at the School for Advanced Studies in Lucca (Italy), 

where he is the coordinator of the CSSLab. His research interests include dynamical processes on 

complex networks, graph algorithms with a special focus on computational social science. Recently 

his research has focused on the information diffusion in online social network platforms and their 

relations with the opinion evolution. 

 

Luca Recchi, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Luca Recchi holds his Ph.D. at the University of Perugia with a thesis on Zygmunt Bauman, 

between sociology and philosophy, related to the theme of individualism. He currently conducts 

research and teaching activity at the Department of Political Science of the University of Perugia. 

His research interests include, both from a theoretical and empirical perspective, Sociology of 



Communication, Philosophy of Social Sciences, Ethnomethodology, Conversation Analysis and 

Membership Categorization Analysis. 

 

Federico Sarchi, Facebook tracking exposed (Italy) 

Federico Sarchi is a datajournalist working on the project ‘Facebook Tracking Exposed’. Once 

graduated in philosophy at ‘Università degli Studi di Milano’ on ‘Biopolitics and urban networks’ 

he moved to London to attend the ‘London school of Journalism’. Once specialised in data-driven 

journalism, he has begun his collaboration with ‘Facebook Tracking Exposed’ working on the 

harvest of the data for a Webfoundation’s paper about the impact of the Facebook algorithm on 

Argentinian public debate. 

 

Marie-Therese Sekwenz, Privacy & Sustainable Computing Lab, University of Vienna 

(Austria) 

Marie-Therese Sekwenz is a researcher working on law, regulation and governance of artificial 

intelligence at the privacy and sustainable computing Lab. Before joining the Lab she studied law 

and economics at WU Vienna and the Graduate School of Management at St Petersburg. She has a 

range of professional experience from public affairs, to publishing and tax law and compliance as 

well as a strong artistic background, having worked at the Konzerthaus, a leading cultural institution 

in Vienna. 

 

Anna Stanziano, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Anna Stanziano is a PhD candidate in “Politics, policies and globalization” at the University of 

Perugia, where she held her MA degree in Communication Studies. She is member of the WP6 of 

the project “ANTICORRP – Anticorruption policies revisited. Global trends and European 

Responses to the Challenge of Corruption”, supported by European Union. Her research deals with 

the relation between the phenomenon of corruption and its perception. 

 

Damian Tambini, London School of Economics (UK) 

Damian Tambini is the Research Director and an Associate Professor at the Department of Media 

and Communications of the London School of Economics, where he is leading the Media Policy 

Forum project. His research interests include media and telecommunications policy, democratic 

communication, media law and policy. His recent work addresses a range of current issues in media 

law and policy and he has been actively involved in key policy debates on new media in recent 

years. 

 

Augusto Valeriani, Università di Bologna (Italy) 

Augusto Valeriani is researcher at University of Bologna where he teaches mass media, conflicts 

and international politics. He is an Associate Fellow of the Arab Media Centre at the University of 

Westminster and of the Center for Global Communication Studies at the Annenberg School for 

Communication-University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Kristof Varga, Bakamo.social (Hungary) 

Kristof Varga is the head of Bakamo Public, a division dedicated to serve the not for profit and 

public sectors. He worked for the Open Society Foundation, where he assisted democratic 

decentralization in the former Soviet Union, protected local communities in Peru and Indonesia 



from the “local resource curse” generated by extractive industry. In the early 90s, he directed the 

national election campaign for the Hungarian liberal party. Kristof holds MAs in public policy 

(Johns Hopkins University), and psychology (Eötvös Loránd University). 

 

Sofia Verza, University of Perugia (Italy) 

Sofia Verza is a PhD candidate at the University of Perugia. Her research explores the relationship 

between anti-terror laws, media systems and the right to political criticism. She holds a BA and MA 

degree in Law from the University of Trento and studied in Istanbul at Bilgi University and 

Yeditepe University, majoring in the field of criminal and information law. She writes for the 

Global Freedom of Expression Initiative of Columbia University, analyzing Italian and Turkish case 

law related with freedom of expression. 

 

Joao Carlos Vieira Magalhaes, London School of Economics (UK) 

Joao Carlos Vieira Magalhaes is a PhD researcher at London School of Economics. Before starting 

his PhD, he received a MSc degree (Distinction) from the LSE Department of Media and 

Communications, with a dissertation on Brazil’s “Internet Bill of Rights”. Previously, he worked as 

an editor, reporter and correspondent at “Folha de S.Paulo”, Brazil’s leading newspaper. His main 

interests include: critical studies of algorithms; social media; political subjectivity; Brazil. 


